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Other  writers,  and  among  them  notably  Lord  Stanhope,  have  published  works  cover, 
ing,  in  great  measure,  the  same  period  which  Mr.  Lecky  has  here  chosen  to  treat  of;  but 
the  plans,  objects,  and  the  classes  of  facts,  on  which  the  present  history  especially  dw'ells, 
are  so  very  different  from  all  preceding  histories  as  to  constitute  an  entirely  distinct  pro¬ 
duction.  Next  to  impartiality,  nothing  has  so  distinguished  Mr.  Lecky  as  his  power  of 
massing  facts,  and  preserving  their  due  relation  and  subordination.  The  strict  order  of 
chronology  he  in  some  cases  departs  from,  for,  as  he  observes,  “the  history  of  an  insti¬ 
tution,  or  a  tendency,  can  only  be  written  by  collecting  into  a  single  focus  facts  that  are 
spread  over  many  years,  and  such  matters  may  be  more  elearly  Ireated  according  to  the 
order  of  subjects  than  according  to  the  order  of  time."  This  is,  indeed,  the  philosophy 
of  history;  and,  instead  of  giving  a  dry  narrative  of  events  year  by  year,  it  has  been  Mr. 
Lccky’s  object  “  to  disengage  from  the  great  mass  of  facts  these  which  relate  to  the  per¬ 
manent  forces  of  the  nation,  or  which  indicate  some  of  the  more  enduring  features  of 
national  life,  and  to  present  the  growth  or  decline  of  monarchy,  the  aristocracy,  and  the 
democracy,  of  the  Church  and  of  Dissent,  of  the  agricultural,  the  manufacturing,  and  the 
commercial  interests;  the  increasing  power  of  Parliament  and  of  the  press;  the  history 
of  political  ideas,  of  art,  of  manners,  and  of  belief ;  the  changes  hat  have  taken  place  in 
the  social  and  economical  condition  of  the  people ;  the  influences  that  have  modified  na¬ 
tional  character;  the  relations  of  the  mother-country  to  its  dependencies,  and  the  causes 
that  have  accelerated  or  retarded  the  advancement  of  the  latter.” 


D.  APPLETO.V  &  CO .,  549  «! fc  551  Broadway ,  N.  V. 


A  CASE 


OF 


FEMORAL  ANEURISM 


SUCCESSFULLY  TREATED  BY 


INTERMITTENT  PRESSURE. 


SURGEON  TO  8T.  FRANCIS’S  AND  JERSEY  CITY  CHARITY  HOSPITALS. 
JERSEY  CITY,  N.  J. 


| REPRINTED  FROM  THE  NEW  YORK  MEDICAL  , JOURNAL ,  MARCH  1S78.] 


NEW  YORK: 

D.  APPLETON  ANI)  COMPANY, 

54  9  &  55  1  BROADWAY. 

1878. 


A  CASE  OF  FEMORAL  ANEURISM  SUC¬ 
CESSFULLY  TREATED  BY  INTERMIT¬ 
TENT  PRESSURE. 


Mrs.  D.,  widow,  aged  forty-nine,  native  of  Ireland,  first 
observed  a  pulsating  tumor  in  the  right  groin  about  two  and 
a  half  years  ago.  For  a  period  of  two  years  it  remained  nearly 
stationary,  giving  no  serious  inconvenience,  and,  except  for 
its  pulsation,  she  would  not  have  noticed  any  deviation  from 
health.  About  six  months  since,  while  walking  in  the  street, 
she  was  conscious  of  a  feeling  of  numbness  extending  down 
the  limb,  and  observed  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the  tumor. 

From  this  time  it  continued  to  enlarge  until  October  19, 
1877,  when  she  called  at  my  office.  On  inspection,  I  discov¬ 
ered  an  aneurism  of  the  common  femoral  artery,  commencing 
immediately  below  and  impinging  upon  Poupart’s  ligament, 
and  extending  three  inches  down  the  limb,  including  a  portion 
of  the  superficial  femoral,  with  a  strong  expansive  pulsation 
and  well-marked  aneurismal  bruit;  the  pulsation  in  the  sac 
ceasing  on  compression  above.  The  collapse  of  the  sac,  which 
occurred  at  this  time,  indicated  a  fluid  condition  of  the  blood, 
and  an  absence  of  all  effort  on  the  part  of  Nature  to  effect  a 
cure  by  the  deposition  of  laminated  fibrin. 

Having  determined  to  resort  to  the  treatment  by  pressure, 
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I  accordingly,  on  the  25th,  applied  a  conical-shaped  canvas 
bag,  containing  14  pounds  of  shot,  to  the  femoral  as  it  passes 
over  the  ramus  of  the  pubis,  which  had  the  effect  to  complete¬ 
ly  control  the  current  of  blood  and  allow  the  sac  to  collapse. 
The  shot-bag  was  suspended  from  the  ceiling  by  a  cord,  into 
which  was  inserted  a  piece  of  elastic,  the  better  to  admit  of  its 
accommodating  itself  to  the  motion  of  the  body.  Owing  to 
the  pain  produced  by  the  pressure,  and  the  extreme  irritability 
of  the  patient,  it  was  necessary  to  have  an  assistant  constantly 
with  her  in  order  to  keep  the  weight  in  situ.  Notwithstand¬ 
ing  the  utmost  care,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  keeping  the 
patient  quiet,  the  pressure  would  at  times  become  entirely  dis¬ 
placed,  allowing  a  return  of  the  current  through  the  sac.  The 
object  of  the  pressure  was  simply  to  diminish,  and  not  abso¬ 
lutely  to  cut  off,  the  flow,  thereby  favoring  the  processes  of 
Nature  in  effecting  a  cure  by  the  deposits  of  laminated  fibrin  ; 
and  although,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  it  was  impossible 
to  carry  out  this  plan  strictly  in  detail,  yet  a  similar  result 
was  arrived  at  by  the  intermittent  character  of  the  compres¬ 
sion.  Occasionally  the  full  force  of  the  circulation  coursing 
through  the  sac,  now  partially  or  completely  arrested,  allowed 
the  fibrin  to  collect  in  the  concavity  of  the  sac,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  attach  itself  to  any  asperities  that  might  exist,  thereby 
forming  nuclei  for  subsequent  deposition.  The  time  occupied 
by,  and  the  manner  of  application  of,  compression,  will  be 
seen  by  reference  to  the  subjoined  table  : 


Date.  Pressure  on.  Pressure  off.  Hours. 

October  25th .  10.00  a.  m.  10.00  p.  m.  12.00 

October  26th .  9.20  a.  m.  8.00  p.  m.  10.40 

October  28th .  9.10  a.m.  8.10  p.m.  11.00 


Total  shot-bag  pressure .  33.40 

The  sac  at  tin's  time  becoming  manifestly  more  solid,  and 
losing  its  expansive  pulsation,  the  point  of  pressure  having 
become  excoriated,  and  the  sac  hot  and  tender,  all  pressure 
was  removed,  and  ice-bags  applied  until  November  3d,  when 
Ri cord’s  bubo  compressor  was  substituted  for  the  shot-bag, 
and  answered  an  excellent  purpose,  maintaining  its  position 
and  controlling  the  circulation  at  will. 
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Date.  Pressure  on. 

November  3tl .  12.00  m. 

November  4th .  9.40  a.  m. 

Pressure  off. 

2.45  p.  m. 

6.00  p.  m. 

Hours. 

2.45 

8.20 

Total  by  Ricord’s  compressor. .  . 
Total  shot-bag  pressure . 

. .  11.05 

.  .  83.40 

Grand  total . . 

.  .  44.45 

At  this  time  pulsation  in  the  femoral  below  the  sac  ceased, 
not  gradually,  but  abruptly,  and  the  artery  could  be  felt  below 
the  point  of  egress  from  the  sac,  pulseless  and  cord-like.  The 
egress  of  blood  being  prevented  in  the  main  channel,  and 
ultimate  success  being  assured,  all  pressure  was  removed. 
The  pulsation  in  the  sac  gradually  diminished  until  the  14th, 
when  it  ceased  entirely. 

In  addition  to  the  details  just  cited,  the  patient  was  con- 
lined  to  an  absolutely  animal  diet  with  a  minimum  allowance 
of  liquids,  perfect  rest  in  bed,  and  bromide  of  potassium  in 
sufficient  doses  at  night  to  produce  repose,  morphine  having 
been  previously  tried,  but  abandoned,  as  it  occasioned  nausea. 

The  patient,  being  a  spare  woman,  with  relaxed  integu¬ 
ment  and  feeble  muscular  development,  was  a  particularly 
favorable  subject  for  observing  the  course  of  the  disease  and 
the  progress  of  cure.  The  aneurism,  from  its  location,  unless 
there  existed  an  abnormal  anatomical  arterial  distribution, 
must  have  given  rise  to  five  efferent  branches,  viz. :  super¬ 
ficial  epigastric,  superficial  circumflex  ilii,  two  external  pudic 
(superior  and  inferior),  and  the  profunda  femoris,  which,  taken 
in  connection  with  the  point  of  ingress  and  point  of  egress  of 
the  main  trunk,  made  in  all  seven  openings  into  the  sac — a 
condition  exceedingly  unfavorable  to  successful  treatment. 
Owing  to  the  general  physical  condition  of  the  patient  alluded 
to,  the  tumor  could  be  grasped  nearly  to  its  entire  posterior 
aspect,  and  the  branches  arising  therefrom  distinctly  felt, 
violently  pulsating.  The  femoral  below  the  sac  having  be¬ 
come  embolized,  as  must  have  been  the  case,  as  indicated  by 
the  abrupt  subsidence  of  pulsation,  the  sac  below  the  origin  of 
the  profunda  (for  a  distance  of  about  one  inch  and  a  half)  be¬ 
came  reduced  to  the  condition  of  a  diverticulum,  especially 
favorable  for  the  deposition  of  laminated  fibrin.  From  this 
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time  solidification  progressed  with  increasing  rapidity,  as  one 
by  one  from  below  upward  the  efferent  branches  became  oblit¬ 
erated  and  the  cure  completed.  Another  point  to  he  observed 
is,  that  the  shot-bag  pressure  was  applied  to  the  artery  within 
one-quarter  of  an  inch  of  the  upper  portion  of  the  sac,  while 
that  by  Ricord’s  bubo  compressor,  on  account  of  the  size  of 
the  pad,  was,  in  addition,  exerted  upon  the  upper  portion  of 
the  sac  itself. 

January  8 ,  1878. — I  visited  the  patient  to-day,  and  found 
the  tumor  reduced  to  the  size  of  a  hickory-nut,  perfectly  solid, 
and  free  from  pulsation  ;  the  patient  suffering  no  inconvenience 
except  from  a  somewhat  diminished  temperature  of  the  part, 
with  occasional  cramps  of  the  muscles  of  the  limb. 


THE 


LIFE  AND  WORDS  OF  CHRIST, 

By  CUNNINGHAM  GEIKIE,  D.  D. 


With  Twelve  Engravings  on  Steel.  In  Two  Volumes.  Price,  $8.00. 


“  A  great  and  noble  work,  rich  in  information,  eloquent  and  scholarly  in  style,  earnestly  devout 
in  feeling.’’—  London  Literary  World. 

"The  present  book  differs  very  considerably  from  Canon  Farrar’s  work  in  scope,  and  in  many 
important  features  Dr.  Geikie  approaches  his  task  from  the  same  standpoint,  that  ol  an  unreserved 
believer  in  revelation,  but  he  takes  a  larger  and  wider  view  of  his  subject,  giving  a  very  full  ac¬ 
count  of  the  political  history  of  the  Jews  at  the  period,  besides  a  much  more  minute  description 
of  the  social  and  religious  life  of  the  people.  Indeed,  the  book  is  so  exhaustive  that  we  can  scarcely 
think  any  scattered  grains  of  information  are  left  tor  gleaners  who  may  wish  to  follow  in  the  same 
path.” — John  Bui'. 

“  The  author  has  brought  to  his  difficult  and  noble  task  the  stores  of  an  eloquent,  well-informed, 
and  devout  mind.  He  has,  in  a  very  great  degree,  accomplished  what  he  proposed,  and  brought 
before  his  readers  the  world  in  which  Jesus  moved  ;  the  country  in  which  he  lived  ;  ihe  people 
among  whom  he  grew  up  and  ministered  ;  the  religion  in  which  he  was  trained  ;  the  Temple  ser¬ 
vices  in  which  he  took  part ;  the  ecclesiastical,  civil,  and  social  aspects  of  his  time  ;  the  parties  of 
the  day,  their  opinions  aud  their  spirit ;  the  customs  that  ruled  ;  the  influences  that  prevailed 
the  events,  social,  religious,  and  political,  not  mentioned  in  the  Gospels,  that  formed  the  history 
of  his  lifetime,  s-'  far  as  they  can  be  recovered.” — London  Standard. 

"It  goes  over  the  whole  ground  of  the  Life,  beginning  with  the  state  of  Palestine  at  the  birth 
of  Christ,  discussing  carefully  every  event  and  word,  and  ending  with  St.  Luke’s  account  of  the 
Ascension.” — N.  Y.  World. 

"The  author  gives  a  full  account  of  the  political  and  social  state  of  the  Jews  at  the  time  of 
Christ:  of  their  religious  and  domestic  life,  and  of  the  customs,  spirit,  ecclesiastical  system  and 
parties  of  the  time.  In  all  of  these  things  Dr.  Geikie’s  work  differs  from  Canon  Farrar’s,  and  fitly 
supplements  it.”— N.  Y.  Evening  Poet. 

“  Without  disparaging  in  any  sense  the  noble  labors  of  his  predecessors,  we  think  Dr.  Geikie 
has  caught  a  new  ray  from  the  ‘Mountain  of  Light,’  and  has  added  a  new  page  to  our  Christology 
which  many  will  delight  to  read.  These  volumes  are  full  of  exquisite  word-painting,  from  which 
an  artist  might  reproduce  innumerable  lifelike  pictures.”— N  Y.  Evangelist. 

“  These  fresh  volumes  are  marked  throughout  by  a  humane  and  devout  spirit,  aud  the  type  of 
churchmanship  which  they  represent  and  urge  is  positive,  but  not  extreme.  The  work  is  sure  to 
make  for  itself  a  place  in  popular  literature.” — N.  Y.  Times. 

“The  chief  merit  of  Dr.  Geikie’s  volumes  lies  in  the  attention  paid  to  the  surroundings  of  our 
Saviour’s  early  life.  The  person  and  works  of  Christ  receive  the  chief  attention,  of  course;  but 
the  background  is  so  faithfully  and  vividly  drawn  that  the  reader  is  given  a  fresher  idea  of  the 
central  flgur  .”— N.  Y.  Independent. 

"Uis  style  is  always  clear,  rising  sometimes  into  majestic  beauty.  His  most  steady  point  ot 
view  is  the  relations  of  Christ  to  the  elevation  of  the  race,  and  he  struggles  to  make  clear  the 
amazing  richness  of  Christ’s  new  things— the  profound  character  of  his  philosophy:,  and  the  prac¬ 
tical  humanity  that  wells  up  out  of  these  great  deeps.” — N.  Y.  Methodist. 
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PROSPECTUS. 

D.  Appleton  &  Co.  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  that  they  have  made  arrangements  for  publishing,  and  have  recently 
commenced  the  issue  of.  a  .Series  of  Popular  Monographs,  or  small  works,  under  the  above  title,  which  will  embody  the 
results  of  recent  inquiry  in  the  most  interesting  departments  of  advancing  science. 

The  character  and  gcope  oi  this  series  will  be  best  indicated  by  a  reference  to  the  names  and  subjects  included  In  the  subjoined 
list,  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cooperation  of  the  most  distinguished  professors  in  England,  Germany,  France,  and  the 
United  States,  has  been  secured,  and  negotiations  are  pending  for  contributions  from  other  eminent  scientific  writers. 

The  works  will  be  issned  simultaneously  in  New  York,  London,  Paris,  Leipsic,  Milan,  and  St.  Petersburg. 

The  International  Scientific  Series  is  entirely  an  American  project,  and  was  originated  and  organized  by  Dr.  E.  L. 
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